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OPNAV INSTRUCTION 6410,1

From: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: UTILIZATION OF NAVAL FLIGHT SURGEONS

Ref: (a) United States Naval Flight Surgeonts Manual, 3rd
Edition (1991)

(b) United States Naval Flight Surgeon Aircraft Mishap
Investigation Pocket”Reference, 3rd Edition (1990)

1. Purpose. To provide policy and criteria governing the
utilization of Naval Flight Surgeons and to promote
standardization of the Department of the Navy implementation
these policies and criteria in order to furnish the highest
possible level of military readiness, safety, and clinical ca
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2. General. The need for specialized medical support to endorse
a viable aviation safety program has been acknowledged by both
Naval Medicine and the aviation community. Recognizing this need
for specialized medical support, the Flight Surgeon’s role was
established to ensure the highest possible level of health and
safety for aviation squadrons. Flight Surgeons practice
preventive medicine and apply aeromedical knowledge and practical
aviation experience t“omishap investigations, aviator evaluation
boards, flight surgeon boards, and aeromedical teaching. Through
optimum utilization of the Flight Surgeon, the highest level of
success can be achieved in the aviation safety program.

3. Policy. Flight Surgeons can most effectively fulfill their
responsibility of preventing accidents and improving military
readiness through frequent, close personal observation of the
unit personnel in the unit work environment. To this end, the
Navy policies with respect to utilization of Naval Flight
Surgeons are as follows:

a. Primary administrativecontrol remains with the command
to which the Flight Surgeon is assigned, with duties assigned by
the commanding officer.
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b. Flight Surgeons shall spend 50 percent of their regular
duty time directly engaged in aeromedical activities in the unit
work area, i.e., squadron spaces. References (a) and (b)
establish specific duties and responsibilities for Flight
Surgeons.

c. Delineation of exact time allocation, duties, chain of
command, etc., should be established by written memoranda
(Memoranda of Understanding) between the officer in charge or
commanding officer of the Medical Treatment Facility (MTF) and
the commanding officer of the squadron to which the Flight
Surgeon is assigned.

d. While employed in the MTF, the Flight Surgeon should be
assigned to the Aviation Medicine Department and be primarily
responsible for aviation sick call and aviation physicals. The
Flight Surgeon should have the opportunity to treat personnel of
the parent command whenever possible.

4. Action. Implementation of the requirements of this
inst=n demands discriminating judgment on the part of all
officers of the Navy and Marine Corps associated with Naval
Flight Surgeons. All Naval Aviation personnel and MTF shall
familiarize themselves with this instruction. Full compliance
with both the letter and spirit of the guidelines delineated
herein is imperative.

DENNIS V. McGINN
Director, Air Warfare

Distribution:
SNDLA6 (Commandantof the Marine Corps)

21A (Fleet Commanders in Chief)
22A (Fleet Commanders)
23 (Force Commanders)
24A1 (Air Force Commander LANT)
24A2 (Air Force Commander PAC)
24J1 (MarineCorps Forces LANT)
24J2 (Marine Forces PAC)
26A (AmphibiousGroup)
26F (OperationalTest and Evaluation Force)
26H (Fleet Training Group and Detachment)
27G (Support Force Antarctica)
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Distribution (continued)
SNDL 28A

28B
28C
28D
28J
28L
29A
29B
29E
29F
29Mi
31A
3lG
3lH
311
32A
32C
32H
32KK
4lB
42
45A1
45A2
45B
46
50
l?A6
FA7
FA23
FA3o
FA47
FA49
FB6
FB7
FB34
FB48
FB58
FB60
FC4
FC7
FC1l
FC14

(CarrierGroup)
(Cruiser-DestroyerGroup)
(SurfaceGroup and Force Representative)
(DestroyerSquadron)
(Combat Logistics Group and Detachment)
(AmphibiousSquadron)
(GuidedMissile Cruiser) (CG) (CGN)
(AircraftCarrier) (CV) (Cm)
(Destroyer) (DD) 963 Class))
(GuidedMissile Destroyer) (DDG)
(GuidedMissile Frigate) (FFG 7)
(AmphibiousCommand”Ship) (LCC)
(AmphibiousTransport Dock) (LPD)
(AmphibiousAssault Ship) (LHA) (LPH)
(Dock Landing Ship) (LSD)
(DestroyerTender) (AD)
(AmmunitionShip) (AE)
(Fast Combat Support Ship) (AOE)
(MiscellaneousCommand Ship) (AGF)
(Area Commander, MSC) (COMASCPAConly)
(Aviation)
(FleetMarine Force Atlantic and Pacific)
(Marine Expeditionaw Force)
(MarineDivision)
(FleetMarine Force Aviation)
(Unified and Specified Commands)
(Air Station LANT)
(Station LANT)
(Naval Facility Lm)
(WeaponsTraining Facility LANT)
(NAnOSP (Portsmouth,VA only)
(MedicalClinic LANT)
(Air Facility PAC)
(Air Station PAC)
(FleetActivities)
(SupportFacility PAC)
(Hospital/MedicalCenter PAC) (Okinawaonly)
(MedicalClinic PAC)
(Air Facility EUR) (United Kingdom)
(StationEUR)
(SecurityForce Company Marine Corps, EUR)
(Air Station EUR)
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Distribution (continued)
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SNDL FC16
FC17
FF18
FF72
FH1
FKRIA
FKR6A

FKR6B
FKR6C
FR3
FR4
FR5
FT1
FTIO
FT9o
FT91
FT108
Fwl
FW3
FW4

copy to:
SNDL C25A

(Medical Clinic EUR)
(Hospital EUR)
(Tactical Support Activity)
(Medical Clinic Naval Academy)
(Medicine and Surgery)
(Air Station NAVAIRSYSCOM)
(Air Warfare Center Aircraft and Training Systems
Division) (Warminster,Patuxent River, Indianapolis,
Trenton, only)
(Air Warfare Center Weapons Division)(China Lake)
(Air Weapons Station (PointMugu)
(Air Station) “
(Air Facility NAVAIRESFOR)
(Air Resene)
(Chief of Naval Education and Training)
(Aviation Schools Command)
(Training Air Wing)
(Training Squadron)
(Hospital Medical Center PAC)
(National Naval Medical Center)
(Hospital NDW)
(Medical Clinic NDW)

OPNAV Support Activity Detachment, (Ft. Richie, only)
OPNAV (N7, N8, N88, N889, N889J, (5 copies))

SECNAV/OPNAV Directives Control Office
Washington Navy Yard, Building 200
901 M Street SE
Washington DC 20374-5074 (50 copies)

Order from:
Naval Inventory Control Point
5450 Carlisle Pike
Box 2020
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0788

Stocked: 100 copies
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